ii4              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

Speaking their language perfectly, and understanding their-
superstitions and passions, he invited them periodically to
great feasts, when oxen were roasted whole and ' fire-water'
was drunk in gallons. Not above painting his face and dress-
ing in Indian clothes, he would take a part in their wild war-
dances, and for hours together would harangue them in florid
and eloquent speeches after the style of their own interminable
oratory, or would sit smoking the pipe of peace, while their
own medicine-men and chiefs indulged in guttural monologues
at equal length.

It was this man now who at this critical period used his
utmost influence to bring over the friendship of the Six
Nations to the side of the English. He feasted them as he
had never done before, gave them never-ending supplies of
spirit,- and persuaded them, by bribes and lavish promises, to
come over from the French side. He succeeded at last in
making them waver in their allegiance to France in Canada,
and hi gaining some of the tribes as allies of the English. But
for the consummate skill with which he played upon their
pride, appealing to their friendship, and awaking in them a
spirit of loyalty to the nation which had been consistently well-
disposed to them, the perils of the English colonies would
have been even greater than they undoubtedly were at this
time.

When Shirley, the Governor of Massachusetts, endeavoured
to repair the disaster of Braddock's defeat by raising a large
force of colonial volunteers, Johnson was made a general, and
given the command of 6,000 provincial troops, with instruc-
tions to advance against Lake Champlain, to drive them back,
and occupy Crown Point, on the south-western shore of the
lake. Johnson increased his little army by the valuable
addition of 300 Mohawk braves, and, with supreme confidence
in his own powers, set out on his dangerous mission.
. \ .As lie proceeded up the Hudson River, he left behind him a
section,:pf his force to build forts which would .serve as a strong-
hold for retreat,;if such were necessary ; and in this way Foil